
Arcadia Center for Sustainable Food & Agriculture 
and  

Bainum Foundation Farm 
 

Position Description 
For 

Bainum Foundation Farm Manager 
 

Arcadia Center for Sustainable Food & Agriculture seeks a Farm Manager to establish a new 
agricultural operation on Bainum Foundation Farm in Middleburg, VA. Bainum Foundation 
Farm is a 263 acre farm enterprise managed by Arcadia Center for Sustainable Food & 
Agriculture in partnership with the Bainum Family Foundation. The Farm Manager will be an 
employee of Arcadia with the responsibility for operating and managing the farm in a manner 
that builds and enhances the reputation of both organizations. 

  
Current plans for the Farm include 7 new acres in annual fruit and vegetable production in 

2017, with plans to expand up to 15 acres in the following years. Additional use of the 263 acres 
will be determined via a long-term planning effort in which the Farm Manager will participate.   

 
The Farm Manager will be responsible for all aspects of farm management, including crop 

planning, developing annual operating budgets, ordering supplies, planting/seeding, tillage, 
cultivation, harvest and packing, and record-keeping. The Farm Manager will be responsible for 
maintaining all farm equipment and the management of all farm infrastructure. Bainum 
Foundation Farm is not certified organic, but all production will be performed using sustainable 
production methods.  

 
The Farm Manager will work collaboratively with Arcadia’s Director of Operations and 

Agriculture Team, as well as Bainum Foundation Farm staff, to develop, and manage a plan for 
Bainum Foundation Farm to:  

1. Operate a production and demonstration, sustainable farm enterprise. 
2. Produce food for programs serving residents of Wards 7 & 8 in Washington, DC. 
3. Preserve and protect the Bainum Foundation Farm property. 
4. Demonstrate sustainable farm and land management practices. 
5. Provide a site for future educational programs for school-aged children.  
6. Provide a campus for hands-on training for future farmers.   

 
The Farm Manager will oversee all agricultural personnel on the farm, and will hire staff as 

needed. The Farm Manager will develop annual operating budgets in conjunction with Arcadia 
and Bainum staff. The Farm Manager will also keep detailed records of all farm operations that 
will be shared with Bainum Family Foundation through periodic reports.   

 
In addition to production activities, the Farm Manager will participate in fundraising, host 

visits to the farm, and participate in special events, as needed.  
 
This position is ideal for someone with a track record of success who wants to develop and 

manage a new, successful farm enterprise, and who wants to share their passion for sustainable 
farming with others. 



Successful candidates will have at least 6 years experience in sustainable agriculture and/or 
organic vegetable production, with at least 3 seasons of previous management experience. The 
candidate must possess a wide knowledge of food crop production and be enthusiastic about 
experimenting with new technologies, learning new methods, and sharing knowledge and skills. 
The successful candidate for this position must also possess a solid understanding of 
sustainability and the food system, a commitment to community service, the ability to problem 
solve and prioritize tasks, a strong commitment to dependability, and accurate recordkeeping 
skills.  

 
The Farm Manager must have demonstrable experience with tractors and other farm 

equipment, as well as the operational experience necessary to run a small farm (including 
carpentry, tractor maintenance, plumbing, electrical, etc.). Previous experience working in a 
nonprofit farm operation is a plus. 
 
Reports to: Director of Operations; works collaboratively with other program directors  
 
Hours: This is a salaried position which assumes that growing season workweeks may often 
exceed 50 hours. Additional time off is available during the off-season. 
  
Compensation: Commensurate with experience. On-site housing is included.  
   
Benefits: Health Insurance, Individual retirement 
  
Location: Bainum Foundation Farm, 21842 Foxcroft Rd, Middleburg, VA 20117 
 
Please direct all questions to Matt Mulder, Director of Operations at info@arcadiafood.org. 
  
Responsibilities 
 
Programmatic 

 Assist with development of Farm capital development and soil improvement plan. 

 Work with project staff to purchase farm equipment and supplies and install farm 
infrastructure.   

 Participate in long-term planning for the full 236 acre farm. 

 Prepare ground, plant and maintain crops. 

 Lead implementation of soil improvement program. 

 Prepare and implement an Annual Farm Plan for the smaller growing space that includes: 
o Mission and goals 
o Budget 
o Planting Map 
o Planting Schedule 
o Seed and supply orders 
o Germination and propagation. 
o Project budgets 
o Growing information 
o Yields, projected profit 

 Work closely with Arcadia staff to coordinate harvest and marketing of food. 

 Keep accurate records of annual operations. 



Organizational 

 Participate in regular meetings with Arcadia and Bainum staff. 

 Liaise with Bainum Family Foundation staff and Bainum Family on neighboring property 

 Represent Arcadia and Bainum Foundation Farm at fundraisers, outside events, with 
partner organizations, and at farm conferences and gatherings.  

 Use Quickbooks to track annual operating budget and record farm finances. 

 Assist with fundraising by providing presentations, farm tours, and more. 

 Participate in Farm and organization strategic planning. 

 Work as needed with Arcadia staff to accomplish larger organization goals. 

 Work with Arcadia staff to support Farmer Training ffforts. 
 
Management 

 Recruit, hire, and manage agricultural staff 

 Manage logistical and support staff. 

 Coordinate maintenance of Farm infrastructure maintenance 

 Maintain all farm supplies and equipment. 
 
 
Qualifications 

 At least 6 years of experience with sustainable agricultural and organic growing practices 
including: composting, irrigation, crop rotation, integrated pest management, soil 
amendment, cover cropping, tillage, transplanting, cultivation, and harvesting. 

 The ideal candidate will have at least 3 years of farm management experience. 

 Experience educating and supervising workers on the farm, including staff, interns, and 
volunteers. 

 Experience managing the marketing and distribution of farm products. 

 Strong leadership, teamwork, and interpersonal skills with a proven ability to work with 
diverse audiences and collaborators. 

 Exemplary communication skills, including public speaking. 

 Excellent administrative and organizational skills. 

 Self-motivated, flexible, and cooperative. 

 Experience maintaining and operating tractors and farm equipment. 

 Able to work long hours on the farm during the growing season, recognizing that this 
often requires more than 50 hours per week including weekends. 

 Able to lift more than 50 pounds and perform the tasks associated with a sustainable 
agriculture operation. 

  
Desired Qualifications 

 Experience working for a nonprofit organization. 

 Experience working in an educational farm setting. 

 Experience developing new farm projects. 

 Basic carpentry skills. 

 Ability to start by November 2016 
  
 
 



Application Instructions 
Applications will be reviewed as they are received. To apply, please send resume, cover letter 
and 2 professional and 1 personal references to Matt Mulder, Director of Operations at 
info@arcadiafood.org. 
  
Arcadia is an Equal Opportunity Employer that is committed to diversity in the workplace. 
People of color, LGBTQ, and multilingual people are encouraged to apply. 
 
 
About Arcadia  

Arcadia Center for Sustainable Food and Agriculture is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
creating a more equitable and sustainable local food system in the Washington, D.C., area. 
Arcadia works through three program areas – Sustainable Agriculture, Farm and Nutrition 
Education, and Food Access – to improve access to affordable, sustainably grown food for 
people of all income levels; raise awareness about healthy food and its sources; and establish 
innovative connections between local, sustainable farms and consumers at all income levels. For 
more information, visit arcadiafood.org.     

 
About Bainum Family Foundation 
The Bainum Family Foundation combines proven expertise with a passion for supporting the 
whole child by providing integrated services to help them thrive. Our circle of collaboration 
includes investments and support in early learning, wrap-around services and knowledge 
building. Founded in 1968 by Stewart and Jane Bainum, the Foundation has helped underserved 
children exit poverty through high-quality educational programs and services for nearly 50 years. 
For more information, visit bainumfdn.org. 
 
The Bainum Foundation Farm, LLC, is a limited liability company funded by the Bainum Family 
Foundation. The 263-acre property in Middleburg, Virginia, will be used in a variety of ways to 
support the Foundation’s efforts to improve early childhood in the District of Columbia through 
investments in early learning and wrap-around supports for children and families. 
 


